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In addition, after much thought about the form my story
should take, it seems best to me to present it as a romance, a
fiction... since as a direct testament it would be too incred-
ible to be believed even by myself. I can indeed ask no one to
believe it, and shall obtain a certain masochistic satisfaction
in the irony of the fact that experiences, which have turned my
hair grey at the age of thirty-two, should after my death be
read as a pastime and amusement by those whose education
has been of such a simple and standardized type that they can
see no wonder in life and only accept the mechanistically ex-
plicable. The conversations are naturally not invented but
remembered in part, and reconstructed. The scenes are cor-
rect, for they are burnt indelibly into my mind and heart So,
with some diffidence, I begin: But first, how I betray myself!
Obviously I write for others. For the professor, perhaps, so
that he will understand me to have been the unwilling tool of
circumstance.
c As a young man I was a pupil of the famous Le Blanc, at the
University of Brussels. By a lucky accident, he once selected
me to help him in a small experiment, and found me to be
sympathetic to him. I looked at the phenomena of life from
his own angle. We saw the same view, through different
pairs of glasses; his field of vision being enormous, embracing
subject after subject as though they were ranges of mountains;
while I saw only a small piece of it, but that I perceived very
clearly and with great intensity. It was this gift which en-
deared me to him rather than any particular brilliance on my
part, and led him to choose me as his assistant, in which
capacity I went with him to the Congo. Though at that time
I was studying medicine, and my work with him was extra-
curricular, I gave up my chosen profession, so great was my
admiration for this man whose happiness I was destined to
destroy. We had conducted sufficient experiments in the
Royal Botanical Gardens to obtain financial assistance from
the Soci6te de Recherche Scientifique, and a grant from the